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	A GENRE ANALYSIS OF JORDANIAN STAND-UP COMEDY PERFORMANCES

	
	

	
	The purpose of this study is to investigate the generic structure of stand-up comedy performances presented by Jordanian stand-up comedians. To achieve this purpose, a corpus of 20 performances was selected and examined. Drawing on Swales (1990) model of genre analysis, data were analyzed for their component moves. In order to investigate the socio-cultural influence and the ideologies embedded in these performances, the study drew, as well, on critical discourse analysis (CDA) employed by Fairclough (1989, 1992). The results revealed that Jordanian stand-up comedy has certain structural components which lead to its overall communicative purpose. Presentation of certain topics and utilization of particular linguistic expressions are said to be socio-culturally motivated. Consequently, stand-up comedy is found to provide a platform for reflecting cultures and ideologies, refuting common social traits through unveiling inner intentions, and shedding light on others that are not disclosed to the public.
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